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The petition filed by Robert Rogers 8FAU, Don Labrez WB8I, and George
Schemm NBJAT, states Packet radio operation under the present STA
has "proven" HF Packet is a successful means of networking and they
request special sub-bands be authorized for HF Packet.

(1) HF Packet has not proven to be effective. The present protocol,
AX. 25, is effective at VHF/UHF frequencies where atmospheric noise
has less effect than on HF frequencies.

(2) HF Packet is an experimental mode. The protocols are changing, as
they must if HF Packet is ever going to become reliable. The recent
issue of RTTY/DIGITAL Journal discusses a new protocol for packet.
If the present AX.25 protocol was working, it would not be necessary
to develop new ones.

(3) The HF bands are full of packet radio stations trying, often
unsuccessfully, to connect. The bandwidth can occupy up to 2000 Hz
of space, an extremely inefficient use of congested spectrum.

(4) Due to the evolving nature of Packet, there is no reason to grant
'---./ it special consideration or sub -- bands. Why not grant special

sub-bands to CW, which makes far more efficient use of the
spectrum and has proven itself to be a viable means of
communication for over 50 years on HF?

In their petition, the filers have requested specific sub-band
allocations of:

3. 590-- 3.615 mHz 80 meter band
7.075 7. 100 mHz 40 meter band
10.140 10.150 mHz 30 meter band
14.090 14.115 mHz 20 meter band
21. 075 21. 100 mHz 15 meter band
28.090 28. 115 mHz 10 metl~r band

These frequencies are presently occupied by CW, AMTOR, RTTY, and other

o



digital stations. Packet radio, i£ allocated special channels, would
cause undue inter£erence to thousands o£ other digital operations. The
40, 20 and 15 meter bands are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to
much o£ the world. They are used by USA amateurs to contact other
amateurs world-wide, 24 hours daily, and allocating a large amount o£
this spectrum to Packet radio operators would cause world-wide
disruption on the £requencies.

The Amateur Radio Service has £or years relied upon Wgentlemen's
agreements" without need o£ governmental oversight to insure a £air and
equitable use o£ allocated £requencies. The Federal Communications
Commission has £or a number o£ years been philosophically opposed to
additional regulation. Why should a mode, which is in its £ormative
stages, be given special sub-bands that are occupied by users o£ other,
more e££ective, means o£ communication?

The petition is question is seriously £lawed. HF Packet should be
encouraged to develop, but not by allocating special privileges to the
operators o£ this mode. It is £or this reason the petition as it
presently stands should be rejected.

Wayne Renardson
Amateur Radio Station NZ4W
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